
This workshop, presented by  MIIA and MassKids and hosted by
the Center for Childhood and Youth Studies at Salem State
Univ ersity , will prov ide basic information about child sexual
abuse and the specific policies and practices schools can
implement to keep children safe and also to reduce legal
liabilities. The workshop will focus on:

· Laws - Current Massachusetts laws and federal Title IX
requirements will be highlighted as they  relate to the
responsibilities of schools and their personnel to protect students
from sexual misconduct and abuse.

· Staff Awareness Training – Participants will learn about
behav ior signs to be aware of in adults that might indicate they
pose a risk to children and teens, and way s abusers “groom” or
establish trust with potential v ictims and their families.
Behav ior signs school personnel should be aware of in students
that may  indicate sexual abuse will be detailed.

· Policy Development  - Policies that schools can implement
to strengthen their capacity  to keep children safe will be
discussed, including the dev elopment and adoption of detailed
Codes of Conduct for adult employ ees that prohibit specific
boundary -v iolating behav iors. A list of 20 key  behav iors schools
should consider including in their Code of Conduct will be
presented. Also discussed will be way s to modify  phy sical spaces
to reduce opportunities for sexual abuse to occur, and skills that
can prepare administrators to respond early  and appropriately
to boundary  v iolations before they  can escalate to legally
reportable offenses.

· Reporting - Attendees will learn how to appropriately  and
confidently  handle disclosures from students when they  report
sexual misconduct or abuse by  adults. Responsibilities of school
staff and administrators to report suspected or disclosed cases to
external authorities will be detailed.

Who should attend? Superintendents, Principals, Teachers,
School Social Workers, Psy chologists, Counselors, School
Resource Officers, Town Managers, Human Resource Directors,
Title IX Coordinators. 

Attendance at this seminar qualifies the MIIA Member for .5%
credit under the FY20 Public Officials, School Board or Law
Enforcement Liability Category.
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